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LGBT Pride Month 2019:

LGBT Individuals Who 

Made History Inside and 

Outside the Military
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• Air Force Reservists

• Demoted from Corporal 

to Private and 

dishonorably discharged 

in 1952 because they 

were accused of being 

lesbians.

• They filed a lawsuit and 

prevailed 8 years later in 

1960 and won on due 

process claims.

Fannie Mae Clackum & Grace Garner

Photo by U.S. Air Force: Women’s Army Service Pilots (WASPs)

Pictures of Fannie Mae and Grace Garner not available
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• Volunteered for three 

combat tours in Vietnam 

and was awarded the 

Purple Heart and Bronze 

Star.

• First airman to 

purposefully out himself.  

He was honorably 

discharged and sued.  He 

settled with the Air 

Force for $160,000.

Technical Sergeant Leonard Matlovich

“Maybe not in my lifetime, but we are going 

to win in the end.” – T SGT Leonard 

Matlovich

Photo by Ted Thai
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• World War II Veteran

• Ph.D. From Harvard in 

Astronomy

• In 1957 he got a job with 

the U.S. Army Mapping 

Service and he was fired 

that Fall and barred from 

federal employment in 

1958.

• Led Leonard 

Matlovich’s legal fight.

Dr. Frank E. Kameny

“I will define myself to my government; I will 

not allow my government to define me to me.” 

– Dr. Frank E. Kameny

Photo by Associated Press/Haraz N. Ghanbari

Dr. Kameny shaking hands with President Obama after the signing of 

Presidential memorandum providing benefits to same-sex partners of 

federal employees.
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• Vietnam Nurse

• Wrote autobiography 

called “Serving in 

Silence” which details 

her career and honorable 

discharge in 1992 for 

being lesbian and her 

court battle to be 

reinstated.

• She was reinstated in 

1994 and retired in 1997. 

Colonel Margarethe Cammermeyer

Photo by Tracy Baim
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• Openly gay Under 

secretary of the Air 

Force in 2012.  And 

became Acting Secretary 

of the Air Force in 2013.

• Nominated for Secretary 

of the Army in 2015 and 

he was confirmed in 

2016, making him the 

highest ranking openly 

gay member of the DoD.

Secretary of the Army Eric Fanning
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• Openly lesbian and gay 

U.S. Generals

• Smith was the first 

female general officer to 

serve in an 8th Army 

HQ-level position.

• Taylor introduced his 

husband, Lucas, at a 

Pentagon gay pride 

event in 2015, 

normalizing this action. 

Major Generals Tammy Smith and Randy Taylor

MG Tammy Smith MG Randy Taylor
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• Kicked out of his home 

by his parents for being 

gay, he joined the Navy 

in 1993 and became a 

Seal.

• Outed by a fellow Seal in 

2002 and the Navy 

initiated an investigation. 

• The Navy dropped the 

investigation and Jones 

quietly left the military in 

2003. 

Navy Seal Brett Jones
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• Upon her spouse’s death, 

Windsor was ordered to 

pay $363,053 in federal 

estate taxes on her 

inheritance because the 

Defense of Marriage Act 

(DOMA) didn’t 

recognize gay marriage.

• Challenged DOMA and 

won in 2013 (United 

States v. Windsor)

Edith Windsor

Photo by Robert Maxwell

“Few were as small in stature as Edie Windsor 

– and few made as big a difference to 

America.” – Barack Obama
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• 1924 – Society for Human Right is founded; first 

documented gay rights organization.

• 1950 – Mattachine Society is formed; one of the first 

sustained gay rights groups in the U.S.

• 1952 – American Psychiatric Association lists 

homosexuality as a sociopathic personality disturbance.

• 1953 – President Eisenhower bans homosexuals from 

working in the federal government.

• 1961 – Illinois is the first state to decriminalize 

homosexuality.

• 1969 – Police raid Stonewall Inn in New York City.

LGBT Rights Milestones in the U.S.
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LGBT Rights Milestones in the U.S.

• 1973 – Lambda Legal becomes first legal organization to 

fight for equal rights of gays and lesbians.

• 1973 – Maryland becomes first state to ban same-sex 

marriage.

• 1973 – American Psychiatric Association removes 

homosexuality as a mental disorder.

• 1974 – Kathy Kozachenko becomes first openly lesbian 

candidate elected to a public office; Ann Arbor, MI, City 

Council.

• 1974 – Elaine Noble is first openly lesbian candidate to 

be elected to a state office; MA State Legislature.
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LGBT Rights Milestones in the U.S.

• 1975 – First federal gay rights bill introduced in 

congress and gets stopped by the Judiciary Committee.

• 1978 – First rainbow flag stitched together as a symbol 

of the LGBT community by Gilbert Baker.

• 1979 – First National March on Washington for Lesbian 

and Gay Rights.

• 1982 – Wisconsin becomes first state to outlaw 

discrimination based on sexual orientation.

• 1993 – President Clinton signs “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”.

• 1995 – Hate Crimes Sentencing Enhancement Act goes 

into effect and includes sexual orientation.
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LGBT Rights Milestones in the U.S.

• 1996 – President Clinton signs Defense of Marriage Act, 

banning same-sex marriage.

• 1996 – Hawaii judge rules the state does not have a legal 

right to deprive same-sex couples the right to marry.

• 1998 – Coretta Scott King asks the civil rights 

community to help rid the country of homophobia.

• 1998 – Matthew Shepard brutally beaten for being gay 

and dies from his injuries.

• 2000 – Vermont becomes first state to legalize civil-

unions between same-sex couples.

• 2003 – U.S. Supreme court decriminalizes same-sex 

sexual conduct. 
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LGBT Rights Milestones in the U.S.

• 2004 – First legal same-sex marriage takes place in MA.

• 2006 – NJ Supreme Court rules state lawmakers must 

provide rights and benefits of marriage to same-sex 

couples.

• 2009 – President Obama signs Matthew Shepard and 

James Byrd Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act.

• 2011 – “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” is repealed.

• 2012 – Tammy Baldwin becomes first openly lesbian 

candidate elected to the U.S. Senate.

• 2013 – U.S. Supreme Court strikes down section 3 of the 

Defense of Marriage Act.



WARFIGHTER FIRST 15

LGBT Rights Milestones in the U.S.

• 2015 – SECDEF Ash Carter announces Military Equal 

Opportunity policy is updated to include gay and lesbian 

military members.

• 2015 – U.S. Supreme Court rules states cannot ban 

same-sex marriage.


